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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 
1.-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

at least three anchor members interconnected to fonn an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending thereftora, wherein said at least three anchor members include first and second 
outer anchor members and at least one intermediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 
having an insertion configuration sized for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue and 
being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 
assembly back through the aperture; 

a first actuating element extending through a first loop structure associated with said first 
outer anchor member and through a second loop structure associated with said second outer 
anchor member; and 

a second actuating element secured to said anchor assembly adjacent said at least one 
intermediate anchor member; and 

wherein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said first actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least 
partially transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration; and 

wherein said at least one intermediate anchor member is positioned laterally between said 
first and second outer anchor members by pulling said second actuating element in a direction 
away from said anchor assembly to further transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded 
configuration. 

15. (Previously Presented) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, wherein said at least three anchor members include first and second 
outer anchor members and at least one intermediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 
having an insertion configuration sized for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue and 
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being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 
assembly back through the aperture; and 

an actuating element extending through a first loop structure associated with said first 
outer anchor member and through a second loop structure associated with said second outer 
anchor member, and 

wherein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

1 6. (Original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein each of said at least three anchor 
members has a tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said at 
least three anchor members being serially interconnected by a linking element extending through 
said axial passage in each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly, 
looped end portions of said linking element defining said first and second loop structures 
associated with said first and second outer anchor members. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein each of said linking element and said 
actuating element comprises a suture. 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Previously Presented) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, wherein said at least three anchor members include first and second 
outer anchor members and at least one intermediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 
having an insertion configuration sized for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue and 
being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 
assembly back through the aperture, wherein each of said at least three anchor members has a 
tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said at least three anchor 
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members being serially interconnected by a linking element extending through said axial passage 
in each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly; and 

an actuating element extending through a first looped end portion of said linking element 
adjacent said first outer anchor member and through a second looped end portion of said linking 
element adjacent said second outer anchor member; 

wherein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 



20.-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously Presented) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; and 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, said anchor assembly including first and second outer anchor 
members and at least one intermediate anchor member, said anchor assembly having an insertion 
configuration and an expanded configuration to prevent passage of said anchor assembly back 

through the aperture; and 

an actuating element extending through a first loop structure associated with said first 
outer anchor member and through a second loop structure associated with said second outer 
anchor member; 

wherein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein each of said at least three anchor 
members has a tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, Said at 
least three anchor members being serially interconnected by a Unking element extending through 
said axial passage in each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly, 
looped end portions of said Unking element defining said first and second loop structures 
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associated with said first and second outer anchor members. 
30.-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Original) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

a plurality of anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, said anchor assembly having an insertion configuration wherein said 
anchor members are aligned in a substantially linear arrangement for delivery through an 
aperture in bodily tissue and an expanded configuration wherein first and second ones of said 
anchor members are drawn toward one another to define a non-linear arrangement to prevent 
passage of said anchor assembly back through the aperture; and 

an actuating element extending through a first loop structure associated with said first 
anchor member and through a second loop structure associated with said second anchor member, 
wherein said first and second anchor members are drawn toward one another by pulling said 
actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least partially transition 
said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said plurality of anchor members 
includes at least one intermediate anchor member positioned between said first and second 
anchor members, said non-linear arrangement of said anchor assembly comprises a triangular- 
shaped configuration with said at least one intermediate anchor member extending transversely 
between said first and second anchor members. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein said plurality of anchor members 
includes at least one intermediate anchor member positioned between said first and second 
anchor members, said non-linear arrangement of said anchor assembly comprises a side-by-$ide 
configuration with said at least one intermediate anchor member positioned laterally between 
said first and second anchor members. 
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38. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein each of said anchor members has a 
tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said anchor members 
being serially interconnected by a linking element extending through said axial passage in each 
of said anchor members to form said anchor assembly, looped end portions of said linking 
element defining said first and second loop structures associated with said first and second 
anchor members. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 38, wherein each of said linking element and said 
actuating element comprises a suture. 

40. -56. (Cancelled) 

57. (Currently Amended) Tho syst e m of claim 56, further comprising A suture 
anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; and 

at least two anchor members interconnected to form a n anchor assembly with said suture 
extending therefrom, said anchor assembly having a n insertion configuration sized for delivery 
through an aperture in bodily tissue and being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized 
to prevent passage of said anchor assembly back through th e aperture, said suture forming at 
least one loon: and 

an actuating member extending through said at least one loop: and 
a second actuating member that engages said suture at a point between said anchor 
members. 



58. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 57, wherein said second actuating 
member is looped about said suture. 

59. (Currently Amended) Tho system of claim 56, A suture anchoring system, 
comprising: 

a suture: and 

Response to final Office Action 

Application Serial No. 10/803,440 Page 7 Of 10 

Inventors: Lehmann K. Li 

PAGE 12/15 1 RCVDAT 8/21/2009 8:49:17 AM (Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/17* DNIS:2738300 1 CSIO: * DURATION (mm-ss):02-24 



08/21/2009 OS: 53 FAX 



KRIEG DEVAUL T 



E1013 



at Igast two ancho r members interc ^^d to form an anchor assembly with said'SUture 
sending therefrom gay anchor a ss e m bl y h a ving an in sertion conflation sized for delivery 
through an aner tnm in hodilv tigg u g and being transitioriable to an expanded configuration sized 
to prevent passage ofsaid anchor ass embl y h ac k t rough t h e aperture, said suture foiminft a t 

least one loop: and 

an actuating member extending through said at least one loop; and 

wherein said at least one loop of $aid suture comprises first and second loops, and said 

actuating member extends through both loops. 



60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Cancelled) 

62. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein said insertion 
configuration is one in which said anchor members aligned in a substantially linear arrangement 
for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue. 

63. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein said expanded 
configuration is one in which first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one 
another to define a non-linear arrangement. 



64. (Cancelled) 
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